The appropriateness of use of coronary angiography in New York State.
To determine the appropriateness of use of coronary angiography in New York State. Retrospective randomized medical record review. Fifteen randomly selected hospitals in New York State that provide coronary angiography. Random sample of 1335 patients undergoing coronary angiography in New York State in 1990. Percentage of patients who underwent coronary angiography for appropriate, uncertain, or inappropriate indications. Approximately 76% of coronary angiographies were rated appropriate; 20%, uncertain; and 4%, inappropriate. Inappropriate use did not vary significantly between the elderly (ie, patients aged 65 years and older) and nonelderly, 4.7% and 3.9%, respectively. Although the rate of inappropriate use varied from 0% to 9% among hospitals, the difference was not significant. Rates of appropriateness did not vary by hospital location (upstate vs downstate), volume (fewer than 750 procedures annually or at least 750 procedures annually), teaching status, or whether revascularization was available at the hospital where angiography was performed. Although coronary angiography was used for few inappropriate indications in New York State, many procedures were performed for uncertain indications in which the benefit and risk were approximately equal or unknown.